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WESTERN AUSTRALIAN COLLEGE OF TEACHING BILL 2003 
Consideration in Detail 

The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr J.P.D. Edwards):  Some amendments appear on page 18 of the Notice Paper in the 
name of the member for Darling Range.  I invite the minister to introduce her advisers.   

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  The Government is not currently using any advisers.   

Clause 1:  Short title - 

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  This is an absolute farce!  The Minister for Education and Training is not even in the Chamber.  
He cannot be found in the building, I presume, as I heard attempts to page him.  I am criticising not the minister, 
but the complete chaos in the Government’s planning with its legislation.  The Minister for Planning and 
Infrastructure is unreasonably having to deal with a Bill that is the responsibility of the Minister for Education 
and Training.  I do not expect her to know much about the Bill at all.  The Opposition was told that the Bill 
would not be debated today.  I am prepared to debate it.  However, I would like more than one minute’s notice, 
and I am sure the Minister for Education and Training would like more notice.  It is a farce.  The Leader of the 
House has just entered the Chamber.  The minister responsible for this Bill should be in the Chamber.  If he 
cannot be found, the Acting Speaker should vacate the Chair until the relevant minister is at the Table.  I seek 
your ruling on that issue, Mr Acting Speaker.   

The ACTING SPEAKER:  I await the advice of the minister. 

Ms A.J. MacTIERNAN:  Mr Acting Speaker, two courses of action could be taken: the House could proceed 
with the consideration in detail debate or, alternatively, it could be suspended for 10 minutes.  We have moved to 
consideration in detail.   

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  The Opposition could deal with the third readings.  There are two Bills, if the member for 
Nedlands wishes to speak to them, to be dealt with, or the House could move to the education measure.   

Ms S.E. WALKER:  The Opposition is ready on any Bill.  I will be ready in two minutes to debate the victims of 
crime legislation.  I will get the Bill to help out the Government of the day.   

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  I think the member for Nedlands is being very charitable in offering to deal with the Victims 
of Crime Amendment Bill.  I hope the minister responsible for that legislation will be available. 

Mr J.C. Kobelke:  She’s been in the Chamber all along - it is the parliamentary secretary.   

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  The House is currently considering the Western Australian College of Teaching Bill 2003.  
The minister responsible for the Bill is not in the Chamber, and cannot be found.  That shows the complete chaos 
in the Government’s management of the House.   

Ms A.J. MacTiernan:  Not at all.  The Government anticipated that debate on the taxi Bill would go longer than 
it did.  Frankly, it was surprised.   

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  The Government should have better contingency plans in place then.   

I would be happy to deal with the Western Australian College of Teaching Bill if the responsible minister were 
in the Chamber.  He is not.  It is necessary for him to be present at the consideration in detail stage.  The matters 
the Opposition wishes to raise clause by clause should be meaningfully responded to by the Minister for 
Education and Training.  I do not expect the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure, who is in the hot seat, to be 
able to respond in an informed manner to the issues the Opposition will raise.  Further, a number of amendments 
are on the Notice Paper about which we need sensible and meaningful discussion.  If the member for Nedlands is 
prepared to deal with the Victims of Crime Amendment Bill, which will not need such an active response from 
the parliamentary secretary, it might be better to move on.  

Mr J.N. HYDE:  I am ready and prepared to accept debate on a number of these provisions.  Maybe it would be 
more helpful -   

Mr J.H.D. Day:  Did you make any contribution to the second reading debate on the Bill or are you just filling in 
time?  

Mr J.N. HYDE:  I am not the responsible minister.  The Opposition made a number of sensible interpretations 
and asked good questions on the Taxi Amendment Bill, as with other measures - 

Ms S.E. Walker:  You’re filling in time.   
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Mr J.N. HYDE:  Not at all.  The third reading provides a better atmosphere in the House.  I am happy for us to 
start voting on clauses of this Bill.  If we reach a problem on which the member cannot get a satisfactory 
response, we can deal with it then.   

Mr J.H.D. DAY:  A sensible arrangement has been suggested; that is, to deal with the third reading of the 
Victims of Crime Amendment Bill.  It would be better for everybody to move on.  

Debate adjourned, on motion by Ms A.J. MacTiernan (Minister for Planning and Infrastructure). 
 


